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FEDEKATION

Many   of  you   have   no   doubt   studied   the   Beport with care or at least the
admirable introduction   to the detailed   proposals which 'sums up the problem and
gives concisely the   reasons  underlying   the recommendations.   You will have seen
that the   Committee   have   steered   the   middle   course.   They have recognised the
danger both of rashness and overcaution   and   in   the constitution which they have
recommended have   propounded   a   scheme of   evolutionary   constitutional develop-
ment, a scheme designed both to work   successfully   in   India as   it  is to-day and
to contain in itself the seeds   of   further   growth.   With   this object   in view they
have stressed the   need   for   flexibility   so that   opportunity   may be afforded for a
natural process of   evolution   with a   minimum   of   alteration of the constitutional
frame work,   It wilii   I   think,   be   agreed   that   the   constitutional  framework is
sound.   From these proposals will be   framed a   measure   which, for the first time,
contains complete Autonomy in the   Provinces,   and   a very   large extension of the
franchise, both male and female, to what  we have  hitherto,   and in the Centre, too,
the administration   under   the   Governor-General   will   become largely autonomous
which, to my mind, is one   of   the   most   important   proposals   of   them all, for,
speaking with some experience, I have long been   convinced that the present system
of having a non-official majority with   an irremovable   executive  is a temptation to
that   majority   to   be   apt to   be   irresponsible   in their  actions in the Legislative
Assembly and is the worst possible   training   in Parliamentary  life.   Yes, and they
contain for the first time the great purpose   of producing   an All-India Federation,
the   possibility   of   which   was   brought   about   by   the fine gesture'made by the
representatives of the Princes at the   first   Round Table Conference, an ideal which
many of us have had for some   years   in our   minds and which we now trust may
come to fruition,

And here, Sir, I should like to say a very few words with regard to  the Princes,
more particularly so, because   efforts have   been   made on   more than one occasion
recently to misrepresent my attitude and to   accuse me   and my political officers of
endeavouring to coerce, bribe and   intimidate the Princes into   joining the   Federa-
tion.   I deny that flatly and absolutely and   furthermore   I   am   certain that every
Prince in India will endorse what I say.   My   attitude   has been   and will continue
to be that I have advised those Princes who   have   sought   my advice to enter into
the great federal scheme provided   that   their legitimate   aspirations are met by the
provisions of the Bill, for, -I honestly   and sincerely believe, that their entry will be
not only to their own advantage,   but   for the benefit of India as a whole.    Advice
^however, is not coercion or intimidation and   whereas no pressure has been brought
*in the past, so will no pressure be   brought   in the   future   either by myself or by
the officers of my Political   Department   to   coerce   or intimidate the Princes with
regard to the important decision which   they   must   shortly   take   but I trust and
hope that when the bill is laid on the   table   of   the House   of Commons they will
find that their position will be adequately   safeguarded   and that they will therefore
stand by the promises   and   assurances   given by   their   representatives at the first
Bound Table Conference to be a willing partner in an All-India Federation.

LAW AND ORDEB

'There is one point of detail however to which I feel I must refer to-night.
You, members of the European Association in Bengal have naturally been specially
interested in the problem of law and order and in the provisions that have been
made for dealing with the menace of terrorism, which unfortunately still overhangs
this Presidency. I trust you are satisfied with the proposals put forward by the
Committee. After a full consideration of the problem in all its aspects and of the
opinion and suggestions which your representatives and others have put forward,
they have introduced further safeguards and their report has been criticised on
this ground, but I sincerely hope that necessity for using these safeguards will not
arise. There are already most reassuring signs that public opinion in Bengal is
Betting against the terrorist movement and I trust that the first Ministers in this
Presidency will shoulder the responsibility which is put upon them and, with
tiie full support of the services of the Crown, will deal with this problem as
efficiently as it has been dealt with'by the present Government of Bengal, but
snoTud my optimism be misplaced, should conditions be such as to render the use of
these safeguards inevitable, you may rest assured that they will be brought into

ease* and  that   nothing will be done which will   cause   conditions   in Bengal "to
deteriorate.